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Extended Abstract

Introduction

The rapid expansion of Artificial Intelligence (Al) over the last decade has
profoundly reshaped the foundations of governance, international politics,
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and global security. Beyond its technical dimension, Al has increasingly
become a strategic tool that transforms decision-making processes,
enhances predictive capabilities, and restructures state interactions in the
digital environment. Within this context, diplomacy has entered a new
phase commonly conceptualized as Smart Diplomacy, in which
algorithmic analysis, big data processing, automated risk assessment, and
Al-supported forecasting play a central role in foreign policy formulation
and international negotiations. At the same time, the international security
environment has undergone significant transformation. Traditional
security threats have been complemented—and in many cases replaced—
by network-based and transnational threats rooted in cyberspace. Among
these emerging challenges, cyberterrorism has gained particular
importance due to its ability to target critical infrastructures, manipulate
public opinion through disinformation, recruit individuals through digital
platforms, and destabilize political systems without physical
confrontation. This study argues that cyberterrorism is no longer a purely
technical or domestic security issue; rather, it represents a global security
concern requiring coordinated diplomatic strategies, multilateral
cooperation, and international governance mechanisms. The main research
question is: How can Al, through the framework of smart diplomacy,
enhance states’ capacity to counter cyberterrorism and strengthen
international security in the era of digital transformation? The study
hypothesizes that Al-driven smart diplomacy strengthens international
security by improving threat detection, enabling predictive analysis,
facilitating international cooperation, and enhancing diplomatic
negotiation capacities, while also acknowledging that the unregulated use
of Al may generate new risks and destabilizing dynamics.

Literature Review

The literature on Al and diplomacy has expanded considerably but remains
fragmented across distinct strands. A first strand focuses on Al as a
disruptive force in international relations and foreign policy decision-
making. Cummings et al. (2018) argue that Al-driven technologies can
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reshape strategic planning and crisis prediction by transforming diplomacy
into a data-driven process, while Bjola (2019) emphasizes that Al is not
merely a technical tool but an influential factor in diplomacy, particularly
in negotiation support, crisis management, and public diplomacy. A second
strand addresses cybersecurity and emerging threats, including
cyberterrorism, focusing mainly on technical and operational dimensions
of cyberattacks and the growing vulnerability of critical infrastructures. In
this strand, Al is often treated primarily as a defensive cybersecurity
instrument rather than a diplomatic tool. A third strand focuses on ethical,
legal, and governance implications of Al. Roff (2023) highlights the
absence of enforceable international accountability mechanisms in
algorithmic decision-making in security and foreign policy, warning that
unregulated Al deployment may undermine fundamental rights and
international stability. Bjola and Manor (2025) further argue that
generative Al can intensify information manipulation, reduce trust, and
challenge the legitimacy of diplomatic engagement. Despite these
contributions, a significant research gap remains: the relationship between
smart diplomacy and the security functions of Al in addressing
cyberterrorism has not been systematically examined. This study seeks to
fill this gap through policy analysis and conceptual evaluation within the
post-2015 digital security environment.

Methodology

This research adopts a qualitative descriptive—analytical approach based
on document and policy analysis. Data are drawn from international policy
documents, cybersecurity governance reports, academic literature, and
institutional publications related to Al governance, cybersecurity, and
counterterrorism. The analytical framework is based on thematic content
analysis, enabling the identification of key mechanisms through which Al
contributes to smart diplomacy and counter-cyberterrorism strategies. This
approach provides a conceptual understanding of Al as both a diplomatic
instrument and a security-enhancing technology. The study does not rely
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on quantitative modeling and prioritizes interpretive and comparative
analysis.

Results

The findings demonstrate that Al can strengthen smart diplomacy in
countering cyberterrorism through four main mechanisms:

First, cyberattack detection and predictive threat assessment, where Al
enables early warning systems by identifying abnormal cyber patterns,
detecting malicious networks, and forecasting potential attack scenarios.
Second, countering online radicalization and terrorist recruitment, where
Al supports states by monitoring extremist narratives, analyzing
behavioral patterns, and identifying vulnerable individuals exposed to
digital recruitment strategies.

Third, combating disinformation and information operations, where Al-
based systems enhance the detection of coordinated disinformation
campaigns, fake news dissemination, and manipulative digital propaganda
aimed at destabilizing societies.

Fourth, strengthening multilateral cooperation and diplomatic
coordination, where Al facilitates cybersecurity diplomacy through
improved data-sharing systems, joint threat analysis, and international
norm-building initiatives. Overall, Al contributes not only to technical
cybersecurity but also to diplomatic effectiveness by enabling faster
responses, improved situational awareness, and structured international
cooperation against cyberterrorism.

Discussion

The findings indicate that the relationship between smart diplomacy and
cyberterrorism is structurally interconnected. Since cyberterrorism is
transnational, its containment requires international coordination,
information exchange, and cooperative security frameworks. In this
context, smart diplomacy serves as a bridge between technological security
tools and international political cooperation. However, the integration of
Al into diplomacy and security governance introduces serious challenges.
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Algorithmic bias may distort threat perception and lead to discriminatory
or politically motivated targeting. The opacity of Al decision-making can
weaken accountability and reduce trust among states. Data vulnerability
and cyber exploitation risks may also undermine system effectiveness.
Furthermore, the concentration of Al capabilities in a limited number of
technologically advanced states and private corporations may intensify
geopolitical inequality and create new forms of technological hegemony.
Thus, Al-enabled smart diplomacy carries a dual nature: while it enhances
counterterrorism capacity and international security, it may also generate
instability if deployed without regulation, ethical safeguards, and
meaningful human oversight.

Conclusion

This study concludes that Al represents a strategic driver of smart
diplomacy and an influential factor in reshaping international security in
the digital age. It enhances the capacity of states and international
organizations to counter cyberterrorism through predictive analytics, threat
detection, disinformation management, and multilateral cooperation.
However, without effective governance mechanisms, Al-driven diplomacy
may increase security dilemmas, deepen distrust among international
actors, and produce risks related to bias, privacy violations, and reduced
transparency. Therefore, effective smart diplomacy in countering
cyberterrorism requires international legal and ethical frameworks, robust
data governance, transparency standards, and meaningful human control
over critical security decisions.

Recommendations for Further Research

Future research should expand the scope of Al-enabled smart diplomacy
in international security by addressing several key areas that remain
underexplored in the current literature. First, comparative studies between
developed and developing countries are necessary to better understand how
differences in technological capacity, digital infrastructure, and
institutional readiness shape the effectiveness of Al-driven diplomatic and
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security strategies. Such comparisons can also highlight emerging
inequalities in global cybersecurity governance.

Second, greater attention should be given to the legal and ethical
dimensions of Al-based counterterrorism policies, particularly in relation
to international human rights law, data protection standards, and
accountability mechanisms in algorithmic decision-making. This is
essential for ensuring that the use of Al in security contexts remains
transparent, legitimate, and normatively grounded.

Third, future studies should investigate the role of Al in either escalating
or mitigating cyber conflicts, with a specific focus on its influence on crisis
dynamics, deterrence mechanisms, and the risk of unintended escalation
between states in cyberspace.

Finally, further research is needed to explore the interaction between Al
systems, non-state cyber actors, and terrorist networks, including how
terrorist organizations may adapt to or exploit Al technologies for
recruitment, propaganda, and cyber operations. Understanding this
triangular interaction is crucial for developing more effective and adaptive
counterterrorism strategies in the digital age.

Keywords: Smart diplomacy, Artificial intelligence, International
security, Cyber terrorism
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