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Extended Abstract

Introduction

The geopolitical developments resulting from the Russia-Ukraine war
have led to a redefinition of the European Union's energy strategy and a
greater focus on alternative sources in the Caspian Basin. Using the
theoretical framework of interdependence, this article analyzes the effects
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of the Ukraine war on Europe's energy supply routes from the Republic of
Azerbaijan, Turkmenistan, and Kazakhstan, and examines its
consequences on the regional diplomacy of the Islamic Republic of Iran.
In this regard, strengthening economic cooperation, actively participating
in regional initiatives, and utilizing geopolitical capacities, especially in
the fields of transportation and energy, are among the proposed solutions
for restoring Iran's position in the Caspian region. The article concludes
that redefining Iran's foreign policy in the form of multi-layered, realistic
interaction, and in line with the logic of interdependence, is a necessary
condition for rebuilding the regional role of the Islamic Republic of Iran in
the emerging geo-economic order.

Methodology

This article seeks to answer the question of how the Caspian countries fit
into the new European energy equation with the start of the Ukrainian war
and the reduction of Russia's share in supplying Europe with energy, by
using a qualitative method and the theory of interdependence, and what
impact these developments have on lIran's maritime diplomacy in the
Caspian region.

Results

The research findings show that the decline in Russia’s role in the European
energy market has provided opportunities for the Caspian littoral countries
to strengthen their transit and export roles and has led to the development
of new corridors such as the Trans-Caspian, Lapis Lazuli, and the Southern
Gas Corridor. In contrast, Iran has lost its role in the new regional energy
order due to obstacles such as sanctions, weak logistics infrastructure, and
absence from multilateral projects and has faced challenges in regional
diplomacy. In this regard, strengthening economic cooperation, actively
participating in regional initiatives, and utilizing geopolitical capacities,
especially in the fields of transportation and energy, have been proposed
as solutions to revive Iran's position in the Caspian region. The article
concludes that redefining Iran's foreign policy in the form of multi-layered,
realistic engagement, aligned with the logic of interdependence, is a
necessary condition for reconstructing the regional role of the Islamic
Republic of Iran in the emerging geoeconomic order.
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Discussion

The Russia-Ukraine war, which erupted following Kiev's growing
rapprochement with the West and the general desire of the Ukrainian
people to join NATO, is a manifestation of the geopolitical confrontation
between land-based powers (such as Russia) and sea-based powers (such
as the United States and its European allies). This conflict has posed
significant challenges to Europe's energy security. Russia, which was
Europe's main energy supplier before the war, was forced to reduce its
energy exports to Europe by about v+ percent after the conflict began. This
fundamental change has pushed Europe to search for new energy sources
and alternative transit routes. In such a context, the Caspian Sea and its
peripheral countries, especially the three republics of Turkmenistan,
Kazakhstan, and Azerbaijan, have emerged as serious options for
supplying part of Europe's energy needs. These countries, with significant
oil and natural gas reserves, can play an alternative role to Russia in the
context of Europe's energy crisis. This shift in Europe’s focus on Caspian
resources poses challenges beyond the energy sector and also affects
regional geopolitics and security. The proximity of the aforementioned
countries to Europe in the context of energy cooperation has inevitably led
to greater sensitivity and scrutiny of Europe towards developments in the
Caspian region, especially regarding the behavior and interactions of the
Islamic Republic of Iran with these countries. In fact, Europe’s increased
dependence on Central Asian and South Caucasus energy will lead to a
kind of indirect monitoring of Iran’s power relations and cooperation
patterns, such as maritime diplomacy with its Caspian neighbors.
Especially in a situation where Europe is seeking to establish safe and
reliable energy transport routes, any change in Iran’s behavioral pattern
with these countries could have regional and international consequences.

Conclusion

This war, by drastically reducing Europe's dependence on Russian energy,
caused the Caspian littoral states, especially Azerbaijan, Turkmenistan,
and Kazakhstan, to be the focus of the European Union's strategic
attention. These countries, with their rich energy resources and transit
geographical location, became desirable options for realizing Europe's
energy security and diversifying energy transport routes. In this context,
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new routes such as the Southern Gas Corridor, the Trans-Caspian Project,
and the Lazurd and Trasica communication lines became more active, and
the geoeconomic role of the Caspian states was enhanced. In contrast, the
Islamic Republic of Iran, which was once considered one of the main
routes for regional energy transit, has failed to play a decisive role in the
new Eurasian energy architecture due to restrictions such as economic
sanctions, lack of foreign investment, and lack of participation in regional
multilateral projects. Analysis based on the theory of interdependence
shows that in today's networked and multilayered global order, the success
of countries' energy and regional diplomacy depends on the extent of their
participation in synergistic and interaction-oriented mechanisms.
Meanwhile, Azerbaijan and Kazakhstan, by adopting a balanced foreign
policy and developing energy export routes to the West, have established
a new structural dependence on Europe, which has strengthened their
geopolitical position. Turkmenistan has also taken advantage of the
opportunity created to develop cooperation by concluding multilateral
agreements and participating in new transit routes. In contrast, Iran's
regional diplomacy requires strategic realignment. The weakening of the
transit role, distancing from regional projects, and security sensitivities
surrounding competition with third-party actors have posed major
challenges for Tehran. In such an environment, the redefinition of Iran’s
regional foreign policy should be based on three key principles:
strengthening domestic infrastructure and logistical capabilities; active
participation in regional and multilateral initiatives; and adopting a
pragmatic and balanced approach in interacting with global powers. On the
other hand, the increasing role of regional and transregional institutions
such as the European Union, NATO, and the Economic Cooperation
Organization indicates a change in traditional patterns in energy
governance and regional politics.
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