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Extended Abstract
Introduction

One of the most important land transportation routes is the
Zangezur Corridor, which connects the Republic of
Azerbaijan to Russia and Turkey through Armenia, providing
a vital link between Asia, Europe, and the Middle East. This
article seeks to answer the question of how the Zangezur
Corridor impacts lIran's national interests in the South
Caucasus. Using a descriptive-analytical approach, we aim to
prove the hypothesis that the establishment of the Zangezur
Corridor has negative economic, political, and geopolitical
consequences for the national interests of the Islamic
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Republic of Iran. These include geopolitical marginalization,
reduced bargaining power vis-a-vis Turkey and Azerbaijan,
and a threat to the regional balance of power, which could
ultimately disadvantage Iran in the South Caucasus.

Literature Review

So far, various studies have been conducted on the Zangezur
Corridor, but none have carefully examined its impact on
Iran's national interests and security. Some of these works
include: The International Multicultural Center in Baku, in
its book "Albania of the Monuments of Karabakh and East
Zangezur" (2024), explores the history of Azerbaijan and the
heritage of Albanian Christianity, which represents one of its
richest cultural aspects. It also discusses the historical
significance of the Albanian monuments in Karabakh and
East Zangezur, which are among the finest examples of this
heritage.

In their article "The Zangezur Corridor as a New Transport
Hub for Integration and Cooperation in the South Caucasus"
(2023), Muhammad Gulakhmadov and Ramil Hossein
examine the economic significance of the Zangezur Corridor
in the South Caucasus, focusing on its potential to promote
long-term peace, connectivity, and integration in the region,
as well as to strengthen regional growth. The authors also
argue that the Zangezur Corridor will play a key role in
fostering economic reconciliation and economic cooperation
in the South Caucasus in the future.

The present study examines the role of the Zangezur Corridor
in relation to Iran's national interests, presenting an
innovative approach both in terms of subject matter and
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methodology. It is innovative in terms of subject matter
because none of the existing studies have analyzed the impact
of the Zangezur Corridor on Iran's national interests in the
South Caucasus. Additionally, it is innovative in terms of
methodology because the study applies the theory of the
balance of power to explore this issue.

Methodology

The construction of the Zangezur Corridor and its integration
into the broader Middle Corridor plan pose significant threats
to the interests of the Islamic Republic of Iran in the region.
This development could alter the regional balance of power
to Iran's disadvantage, which is why the Islamic Republic
opposes the construction of the Zangezur Corridor on
Armenian territory. To explore this issue, the present study
employs the principles of Walt's neorealism theory and the
balance of power.

Results

**The research findings indicate that the Zangezur Corridor
threatens Iran's regional balance in four key aspects:
- Reducing Iran's bargaining power vis-a-vis Turkey
- Diminishing Iran's bargaining power vis-a-vis the
Republic of Azerbaijan
- Enhancing Russia's geopolitical and geoeconomic
presence
- lran's potential opportunities and strategies in
response to the Zangezur Corridor**

Discussion
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The Zangezur Corridor should not be viewed merely as an
issue between the Republic of Azerbaijan and Armenia. Its
construction poses significant risks to Iran’s national
interests, security, and even territorial integrity. With the
establishment of this corridor, which would eliminate the
border between Iran and Armenia, Iran’s access to Europe
would depend on the approval of Turkey and the Republic of
Azerbaijan. Moreover, the loss of Iran’s proximity to
Armenia would remove Iran’s gas leverage over Turkey,
while the Republic of Azerbaijan would be able to export its
gas to Turkey more easily and quickly. As a result, Iran
would face a geostrategic dilemma, diminishing its
geopolitical importance. Additionally, with Baku and Turkey
becoming direct neighbors, the military power of these two
countries would consolidate, strengthening their anti-lranian
positions and activities. The Zangezur Corridor is part of
Turkey’s strategy to connect to Central Asia and China,
making Turkey a key player in the Chinese New Silk Road
initiative. Consequently, by creating the Zangezur Corridor,
Turkey and the Republic of Azerbaijan would effectively
exclude Iran from this strategic project.

Since the South Caucasus has been designated as the "near
abroad" in Russia’s foreign policy doctrine, all developments
in the region are ultimately influenced and controlled by
Russia. This has transformed the South Caucasus into a
geopolitical playground for Russia, Turkey, and, in recent
years, Israel. Due to its close ties with Russia, Iran’s ability
to make decisions and act effectively to address the Zangezur
Corridor issue has become more challenging than before.
However, to confront the policies of the Republic of
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Azerbaijan and Turkey, Iran must focus on improving its
relations with powerful global and regional players.
Strengthening these relations will enhance Iran’s position
and influence in both the international and regional arenas.

Conclusion

Considering the strategies to utilize opportunities and
manage challenges in order to safeguard Iran's economic
security, the following recommendations are proposed:
Consolidating an Alternative Route to Zangezur and Forming
a Trilateral Working Group with Turkey and Azerbaijan: Iran
has proposed a plan to build a bridge over the Aras River to
connect Azerbaijan to Nakhchivan, offering an alternative
route to Zangezur. However, Azerbaijan views this route as
temporary, limited until the end of the Ukrainian war. By
forming a trilateral working group with Turkey and
Azerbaijan, Iran can persuade the leaders of both countries
and ensure the long-term sustainability of this route for both
parties.

Finalizing the Rasht-Astara Route to Neutralize Russia’s
Support for Zangezur: One of the key reasons behind Russia's
support for the Zangezur route, despite the challenges posed
by European sanctions and Russia’s northern routes, is the
delay in completing the Rasht-Astara railway infrastructure.
It is crucial to expedite the completion of this infrastructure
to make the North-South corridor more effective and to
neutralize Russia's motives in this regard.

Conditionalizing the Implementation of the Zangezur Route:
Given the shared interests of Russia and Turkey in the
construction of the Zangezur route, it is likely that this route
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will be implemented in the coming months or years. It is
recommended that Iran engage in negotiations and apply
pressure on the parties involved, particularly Russia, to limit
the scope of this route to cargo and passenger transportation
only. Additionally, Iran should work to prevent the
establishment of any security-related infrastructure or energy
transmission networks along this route in the future.

Keywords: Zangezur, Iran, South Caucasus, National
Interests, Balance of Power.
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