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Extended Abstract
Introduction

Relations between China and Africa have a long and complex
history, dating back over three thousand years. Initially
characterized by intermittent contact, these relations
fluctuated until the communist revolution in 1949, which
reignited China's interest in Africa. The new Chinese
government viewed African nations as significant players in
global politics and sought alliances to counter colonialism
and exploitation. However, ideological rifts with the Soviet
Union and pressure from Western nations led several African
countries to sever ties with China by the end of 1967. In the
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past three decades, China-Africa relations have seen
unprecedented growth, particularly in economic cooperation
and lending, drawing considerable international attention.
Today, China is regarded as a primary economic partner for
many countries across Asia, Africa, and parts of Europe. By
2009, African nations transitioned from being former
colonies to becoming China's largest trading partners, with
China emerging as the leading lender to the African public
sector. The main research question revolves around the
objectives of China's diplomacy in Africa and whether this
economic cooperation can be classified as a form of new
economic imperialism or a mutually beneficial partnership.
The hypothesis posits that China's diplomacy in Africa
represents a long-term investment aimed at achieving
developmental goals for both parties rather than exploitation.
The research aims to analyze the principles underlying
China's diplomatic strategies in Africa and their political-
economic implications.

Literature Review

Despite the significance of Chinese diplomacy and economic
imperialism in the current era, there is a notable lack of
academic research on this topic. Articles published in Persian
have not addressed China's diplomatic objectives in Africa or
their implications; instead, they have concentrated on China's
emergence as a superpower and various aspects of its hard
and soft power in the African context. In contrast, English-
language articles emphasize the need to understand China's
intentions in fostering relationships with African nations.
However, these articles often adopt a pessimistic view of
China's goals, seemingly exaggerating the risks associated
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with the development of China-Africa relations.
Methodology

The study employs a qualitative method with an analytical-
explanatory approach, utilizing both primary and secondary
sources gathered through library research.

Results

Currently, Beijing is attuned to the historical concerns of
African nations regarding colonialism and has adjusted its
policies to mitigate these apprehensions. This includes
emphasizing "sustainability" in economic relations. Key
measures taken by China involve enhancing its soft power,
fostering cultural exchanges, investing in education, and
contributing to security efforts in conflict-prone regions.
These initiatives have yielded favorable outcomes, such as
reducing negative perceptions of China within Africa. China
remains cautious in its engagements on the continent and
continues to strengthen its partnerships with African nations.
Despite existing trade imbalances favoring China, Beijing
has demonstrated a commitment to supporting Africa's
development goals for 2063.

Discussion

Overall, there is no widespread concern among African
populations or leaders regarding their relationship with
China. The complexities of this relationship necessitate a
nuanced understanding; while some neo-colonial tendencies
exist, African countries retain agency and have benefitted
from economic advancements facilitated by Chinese
investments. In conclusion, although China's actions may
suggest imperialistic inclinations, the evolving dynamics of
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Sino-African relations reveal a multifaceted partnership that
offers significant opportunities for development while also
posing challenges that require careful management by both
parties. For Africans, China presents four primary attractions
for future cooperation:

Avoiding Pressure from Global Financial Institutions:
China's loans have allowed many African governments to
evade the stringent conditions imposed by global financial
institutions like the International Monetary Fund (IMF) and
the World Bank. These institutions often require compliance
with Western norms, including political and economic
reforms that can feel burdensome to African nations.

Rapid Response to Development Needs: China has
empowered African governments to swiftly address the
increasing demands of their populations for improved
services and infrastructure. There is a growing interest
among Africans in the quick provision of services such as
transportation, education, health, and communication by
Chinese companies, as well as access to affordable goods.
This has fostered a stronger appetite for trade with China
across the continent.

Involvement in Peace and Security Projects: China is actively
participating in peace and security initiatives within Africa.
Notably, Chinese soldiers are involved in eight United
Nations peacekeeping missions globally, five of which are
located in Africa.

Economic Growth Model: The history of China's rapid and
successful economic growth serves as a potential model for
African nations. As China's influence continues to grow on
the continent, it appears that these countries may increasingly
find themselves aligned with China as their primary partner
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for development and cooperation. Although negative
Western propaganda can hurt the public opinion of African
citizens and the speed of their governments' cooperation with
China, it does not seem to be able to stop these relations.

Findings

The findings indicate that while China's foreign policy
exhibits neo-colonial tendencies rooted in economic
imperialism, it is premature to definitively classify its actions
as colonial. Contrary to narratives presented in Western
media, many African leaders and citizens view cooperation
with China positively, considering it beneficial.

Keywords: China’s Diplomacy, Africa, Development,
Economic Imperialism, Cooperation.
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